ROAM GEELONG
Details about the event
On Saturday 11 October 2025, an event called ROAM will transform Geelong’s cultural precinct and turn it into an accessible day and night playground of art, theatre, light and sound.
Performances, immersive installations and bold collaborations in the heart of Geelong’s Arts and Cultural Precinct create a wonderland of creativity.
The performances and installations provide a diverse range of sensory experiences and interactions that celebrate arts and culture.
Please note that this program may be subject to changes.
Accessibility
The City of Greater Geelong Council has invested time and effort into making this event as accessible as possible for people with disability. The below program sets out each performance, installation, projection and workshop. Accessibility notes have been included where possible. The below program is divided into two parts. Part 1 sets out the performances and installations that are accessible in the streets of Geelong. Part 2 sets out the performances and installations that are accessible in various venues around Geelong.
We are also pleased to have a sensory van, which is a space to relax and chill out in between enjoying what ROAM has to offer. The sensory van is located in Johnstone Park, near Fenwick street.
Accessible toilets are available in the below venues:
· The Geelong Arts Centre
· The Geelong Library and Heritage Centre
· The Geelong Gallery
· Platform Arts
· Back To Back Theatre
 Further, the following locations have a Changing Places facility:
· The Geelong Arts Centre
· The Geelong Library and Heritage Centre
· Westfield Geelong
· Moorabool Street, on the corner of Malop Street. 
In addition, there will be temporary accessible toilets located in Johnstone Park.
The only venue that does not have toilet facilities and is not wheelchair accessible is the Peace Memorial.
Dedicated parking for people with disability is located in Fenwick St alongside Johnstone Park. 


PART 1 - OUTDOORS
LITTLE MALOP STREET
ARRANGED MARRIAGE
Inspired by the grandeur and joy of a traditional Indian Wedding Procession, this performance is interactive. You can follow the procession, or listen, watch and enjoy the artistry of the performers. The procession departs from Council Chambers and travels through Lt Malop St. This performance runs for 15 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 5.30pm
· 6.30pm
· 7.30pm
· 8:30pm
ANGEL ABRABANEL
This angel is a living statue.  It is a relaxed performance for all to enjoy from 4pm until 7pm.
BUTTERFLY KALEIDOSCOPE: A CREATIVE ADVENTURE
Watch or join this endearing parade which celebrates the magic of the butterfly.
The parade goes for 20 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 6pm
· 8pm
· 9:30pm
FALCON - A BLANCK CANVAS
Experience the awe of the giant falcon, standing 4 metres tall, 5 metres long, with a wingspan stretching 10 metres. Skilled puppeteers bring this breathtaking creature to life. Nesting on the corner of Little Malop Street and Johnstone Park, as night falls this wonderful creature will roam through Johnstone Park.
The Falcon will be an ongoing performance throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· 100% visual content.
GUTTERAL GEOMETRY
Transform your ROAM down Little Malop Street with a stunning temporary art experience! This one-day live tape installation by internationally acclaimed artist Buff Diss, recreates the sharp, geometric shapes of the Geelong Library, turning the street into a bold canvas of design and creativity.
Gutteral Geometry is a live installation which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· 100% visual content.
HIGH ALTAR
High Altar is an inflatable installation that creates an immersive sonic and visual sanctuary. It is a relaxed experience that is accessible for all with artists there to provide audio description.
High Altar is an installation which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
ROAMORPHOSIS
Giant roving insect like creatures will delight as they roam through Little Malop Street.
Roamorphosis is a performance which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance
· 100% visual content.
SPIDER JAZZ
In the heart of the hospitality precinct of Little Malop Street, be treated to the jazz sounds of New Orleans. The performance begins at 4pm and goes for an hour and a half.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 50% visual content.
WADE THE TARDIGRADE
Wade the Tardigrade is a friendly, larger than life puppet created by Georgie Rose and commissioned by Barwon Water. He will wander through the ROAM precinct during the day and night, and delight children and adults alike.
The parade goes for 20 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 5pm
· 7pm
· 9pm
Accessibility notes:
· 100% visual content.  
SHORTS PLACE
NYITTING
A wonderful projection that brings the stories of Waugyl and Bunjil to life in the heart of urban Geelong. The projection will be viewable from 8pm until 10pm.
Accessibility notes:
· 100% visual content.  


CITY HALL - Gheringhap Street
CONTRIBUTORIES
From workshops in daylight hours, where you can use your skills gained to be a part of the performance which is a salutation to the importance of water. Audience members are also invited to write a message of hope that will form a part of this one off event. This premiere installation will come to life as night falls and features projections on City Hall and gestural performance. 
Workshop times:
· 5.00pm until 7.00pm
Projection times:
· 8.00pm until 10.00pm
Performance times: 
· 8.20pm
· 9.20pm
Accessibility notes:
· Relaxed event
· Wheelchair accessible
· Workshops are inclusive for people of all abilities
· Projection and performance is 100% visual content
STATE GOVERNMENT BUILDING FORECOURT
GEE HUP! JAMES HARRISON, GEELONG CHAMPION
Discover the extraordinary achievements of pioneer James Harrison in a captivating, short dramatisation that brings his story to life. Presented by Linda Carr and Viv Lewis, in partnership with local renowned actors Arwen Perrie, Bryan Horniblow, Ian Campbell and The Geelong & Region Branch of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria), this unique performance invites you to step back in time and experience a part of our history in one delightful bite.
The performance goes for 10 minutes and is happening at the following times:
· 4:30pm
· 5:30pm
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance  
· 50% visual content
· Wheelchair accessible
THE FGO PARTY
The FgO is a 20-piece ensemble that delights, intrigues, and enchants with an eclectic mix of songs and melodies from across Europe, the Balkans, and beyond.
Join the FgO Party on the steps of the State Government Building where hearts are made happy, feet are made to tap, and pure joy is shared as the FgO weaves its unforgettable musical magic.
The performance goes for 30 minutes and begins at 4:50pm.
Accessibility notes:
· 50% visual content
· Wheelchair accessible
BLOOM DEPT
Bloom Dept is presented by Blink Dance Theatre, where the dancers will transform the State Government Building Forecourt into vibrant performance space where passers by and the audience are invited in to glimpse a world of curiosity and possibility.
The performance goes for 10 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 6:15pm
· 7:15pm
· 8:15pm
· 9:15pm
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 100% visual content
· Wheelchair accessible
JOHNSTONE PARK FORECOURT
DOME AT ROAM: REFLECTIONS OF GEELONG
A relaxing installation where you can sit on a bean bag or chair and wonder at the beautiful images of Geelong captured by the Geelong Camera Club, and listen to the lilting music of local composer Vicki Hallett. 
Dome at ROAM is an installation which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 75% visual content
JOHNSTONE PARK 
BRILLIANT BUBBLES
Dr Hubble is a bubble magician, and brings joy to young and old with his giant bubbles. 
Dr Hubble will be performing throughout Johnstone Park for 45 minutes at a time at the following times:
· 4pm
· 5pm
· 6pm
· 7pm
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance
· 100% visual content.


FEATHERLINGS
Featherlings is a vibrant, multi-sensory cross-arts experience that combines large-scale puppetry, hand puppets, choral singing, and a rich soundscape to tell a poetic story from the perspective of childlike birds.
Featherlings is an installation which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event. There will also be a 20 minute parade at the following times:
· 7.40pm
· 9.00pm
Accessibility notes:
· This is a fully accessible event.
TOMORROW BLOOMS
This is a breathtaking projection that will be screened in Johnstone Park, where nature meets cutting edge technology. A feature is a QR code where you can unlock a digital flower created just for you. Tomorrow Blooms invites you to pause, reflect and celebrate nature and humanity.
Tomorrow Blooms is a projection which will run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 100% visual content.
PEACE MEMORIAL
HALLS OF MEMORY
Geelong’s magnificent Peace Memorial is open for ROAM where members of the Geelong RSL are there to explain the significance of the memorial. 
The Peace Memorial will be open to visitors throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· not wheelchair accessible.
HITCHCOCK MEMORIAL BANDSTAND
There will be seating options for concerts at the Hitchcock Memorial Band Stand.
The majority of the performances are for listening pleasure. Local Frequency and Cool Out Sun concerts will encourage dancing as well as great music to listen to.
Accessibility notes:
· All performances are in a relaxed setting
· 50% visual content.
CELEBRATING THE HITCHCOCK MEMORIAL BANDSTAND
A great showcase of music and history. Presented by the North Geelong Community Band and the National Trust of Australia (Victoria). This is a relaxing celebration which encompasses music and storytelling.
This performance goes for 30 minutes and begins at 4pm.

RESONANCE
Performed by the Sonus Ensemble a renowned wind quintet, features Suzanne Moodie, flute; Salvador Blasco, oboe; Vicki Hallett, clarinet; Barney Ellis, bassoon and Melinda Bell, French horn.
This performance goes for 30 minutes and begins at 5pm.
LOCAL FREQUENCY
A beautiful musical collaboration of Geelong musicians who were a part of the GRID Series collaborate and perform together for the first time. This concert performance will move from easy listening to up beat tempos and seating and dancing options are in place.
This performance goes for an hour and 15 minutes and begins at 7:15pm.
COOL OUT SUN
Cool Out Sun’s live shows are a vibrant celebration of afrobeat, world rhythms, roots, and hip hop, blending traditional percussion with fresh, evolving sounds that fill the air with energy and soul. Seating and dancing options are in place.
This performance goes for an hour and begins at 9pm.
POLICE LANE
DRAWN IN
Drawn In is a wonderful live in progress installation. Led by Robert Croft, a talented artis with disability. His work will transform Police Lane into a dynamic sensory journey, featuring sounds and visual arts.
Drawn In is an installation that will be open to visitors throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event, with short hour break at 7pm 
IN PLAIN SIGHT / IN FULL BLOOM
This is a powerful dance piece presented by Gareth Hart. It explores queer visibility, safety and joy. This performances goes for 45 minutes and starts at 7:15pm.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 75% visual content.


INDOORS
BARWON WATER MUSEUM OF MODERN (F)ART
BUTTERFLY KALEIDOSCOPE: A CREATIVE ADVENTURE AND WADE THE TARDIGRADE
Butterfly Kaleidoscope and Wade the Tardigrade are two open access workshops where puppeteers will assist participants to make puppets. All participants are welcome to join in one of the many parades.
The workshops will be happening from 4pm until 9pm.
COUNCIL CONFERENCE CENTRE & RECEPTION CENTRE
FEATHERLINGS
The 70 voice North Children’s Choir will delight all ages as they lift the roof in Council Chambers telling a poetic story from the perspective of childlike birds.
Featherlings is a performance that goes for 20 minutes and begins at 6:15pm.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 50% visual content.
AS WE ARE
As We Are is performed by Creaky Dance Theatre, a wonderful dance ensemble featuring women aged between 50 and 80, and features projections and music.
As We Are is a performance that goes for 30 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 4:30pm
· 5:30pm
· 7:30pm
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance
· 75% visual content. 
LOST IN TRANSMISSION
Lost in Transmission is an immersive audiovisual performance from Geelong trio, Tricircula. This show blends instrumental music with nostalgic projection art.
Lost in Transmission is a performance that goes for 30 minutes and happens at the following times:
· 8.20pm 
· 9.20pm
Accessibility notes
· relaxed performance 
· 75% visual content.
RESONANCE
Performed by the Sonus Ensemble a renowned wind quintet. Resonance is a performance that goes for 25 minutes and begins at 6.45pm.
Accessibility notes:
· relaxed performance 
· 50% visual content.
BACK TO BACK THEATRE
SCREENSHOT
Back to Back Theatre is widely recognised as an Australian theatre company of national and international significance. Driven by an ensemble of actors who identify as having an intellectual disability or as neurodivergent, the company is celebrated as one of Australia’s most important cultural exporters projecting Geelong, Victoria, and Australia to the world as innovative, sophisticated, and dynamic. For ROAM, Back to Back Theatre opens their studio doors to show SCREENSHOT, a collection of short screen-based works filmed in and around Geelong over the company’s 30 year lifespan.
Screenshot is a show that is open to visitors throughout the ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· fully accessible
PLATFORM ARTS
GATHERING PLACE
Led by acclaimed artist and curator Dr Paola Balla, this project brings together local First Nations artists in a striking new installation for ROAM Geelong.
Gathering Places is an installation that will be open to visitors throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event
Accessibility notes:
· wheelchair accessible
· audio-description available on request
AFTER WALTER HOPPS EXHIBITION
Platform Arts invites audiences into a whirlwind of creativity with After Walter Hopps Exhibition. Inspired by the legendary curator’s radical open-call, artists of every background have claimed Gallery One in a first-come, first-served installation.
This exhibition is open to visitors throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· 100% visual content.
GEELONG GALLERY
ARCHIBALD PRIZE 2025
Discover the Archibald Prize 2025 at ROAM Geelong as Geelong Gallery stays open late with a live DJ mixing as you view the iconic portrait prize works. Please note that this is a ticketed event. Visitors can either purchase tickets online via the link in the accessibility notes below or purchase tickets at the door. Last entry time for this exhibition is 9pm.
Accessibility notes:
· fully accessible 
· audio description and braille available
· Click this link to purchase tickets online



GEELONG LIBRARY & HERITAGE CENTRE
WHERE WE MEET
Where We Meet is an engaging interactive installation that uses audio recording, digital sharing and old fashioned pen and paper to explore what connection really means in modern life. Guided by a range of creative prompts, this experience invites you to reflect on your legacy, contribute your voice and tell the stories you want joyfully and loudly shared in the community you live in.
You can experience the interactive installations in the following timeframes:
· 4.00pm until 5.00pm
· 7.00pm until 8.00pm
· 8.30pm until 10.00pm
Accessibility notes:
· fully accessible 
· Auslan interpreted
NORTH GEELONG COMMUNITY BIGBAND
A wonderful pop up performance by the North Geelong Community Band will transform the ground floor of the Geelong Library and Heritage Centre into a wonderful big band celebration. 
The band will perform for 20 minutes at 5:15pm.
Accessibility notes:
· 50% visual content.
 THE AUSTRALIAN DREAM?
In The Australian Dream? Tim Ross casts his discerning eye across the archival treasures of our much-loved public libraries and uncovers the telling images that reveal a multi-decade story of Australian homes – how they’re sold to us, why we buy them, and how we make them our own. Ross explores the reasons why home ownership is such an all-consuming distraction among Australians and uncovers some of the unique and special ways we have built in this place. A funny and factual talk based on 18 months of research, it includes a selection of new cinematic style films produced especially for The Australian Dream?
The Australian Dream is a performance that goes for 70 minutes and begins at 6pm. Please note that this is a ticketed event. Visitors can purchase tickets online via the link in the accessibility notes below.
Accessibility notes:
· Fully accessible
· Auslan interpreted
· Click this link to purchase tickets online


GEELONG ARTS CENTRE
GLOBAL ROAM
Get ready for Global ROAM – a vibrant, nonstop celebration of Geelong’s rich multicultural heart! This dazzling live music and dance showcase unites Geelong’s vibrant cultural diversity in a spectacular celebration bursting with colour, rhythm, and energy. 
Global ROAM will begin at 4:30pm and run throughout the whole ROAM Geelong event.
Accessibility notes:
· Wheelchair accessible
· relaxed performance
· 50% visual content.
THE LIGHT INSIDE PRESENTED BY THE GEELONG ARTS CENTRE AND BANGARRA DANCE THEATRE
The Light Inside is Bangarra’s first mainstage cross-cultural collaboration, leading Māori choreographer and Arts Laureate Moss Te Ururangi Patterson joins beloved Bangarra alumna Deborah Brown. Together they guide Bangarra’s award-winning ensemble in stories that honour their mother countries and the spirit that calls them home.
The Light Inside is a performance that runs for 70 minutes and begins at 7:30pm.
Please note that this is a ticketed event. Visitors can purchase tickets online via the link in the accessibility notes below.
Accessibility notes:
· Wheelchair accessible
· 75% visual content
· Assistive listening available when booking tickets
· Click this link to purchase tickets online
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